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Introduction
They are the axioms of uncertain origin. Some of our most repeated expressions are 
actually found in the Bible, but are so far removed from their contexts that the original 
intent of the Holy Spirit is all but forgotten.

In this series of lessons, we will go back to the Bible to find the origin of these 
“Golden Rules” and then apply them according to the context provided.

This second edition replaces the original thirteenth lesson with a Review module that 
can be ignored in 12 week class arrangements.

Syllabus
Lesson 1 The Golden Rule

Lesson 2 Turn The Other Cheek

Lesson 3 It Is More Blessed To Give Than To Receive

Lesson 4 In The Beginning ...

Lesson 5 A House Divided Against Itself Cannot Stand

Lesson 6  Money Is The Root of All Evil

Lesson 7 Judge Not, Lest You Be Judged

Lesson 8 For God So Loved The World ...

Lesson 9 The Truth Shall Make You Free

Lesson 10 The Spirit Is Willing, But The Flesh Is Weak

Lesson 11 Hellfire and Brimstone

Lesson 12 Faith To Move Mountains

Lesson 13 Review





Lesson 1: The Golden Rule
It was not Jesus, nor any inspired writer who described the words of Matthew 7:12 as 
the golden rule, but the term certainly fits. Jesus taught in the sermon on the mount: 
“Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law 
and the Prophets.” Indeed, this golden rule gets at the clear distinction between 
humanistic attitudes and the doctrine  of Christ.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. In applying the golden rule, are we taught to do unto others as they have or 
probably would do unto us? What is the difference between that and what Jesus 
actually said (Prov. 24:28-29)?

Answer: No, we are taught quite the opposite. No matter what others have or would 
do unto us, we are taught to do unto them as we would want them to do unto us. 
Sometimes what others would do is quite different from what we would want; we must 
choose the nobler path perhaps even in spite of how others have treated us.

2. Won’t application of the golden rule make Christians seem peculiar to those who 
give the rule only lip service? How should this affect our determination or self-
estimation?

Answer: The golden rule is given lip service by most, but it is actually applied by few. 
When the Christian obeys it implicitly and consistently, he will appear peculiar to 
others, but that ought not dissuade us from obedience.

3. The context of Matthew 7:12 also helps to understand the teaching and how broad its 
application is. We shall consider the first 14 verses of the chapter. How does the 
prohibition of judging in Matthew 7:1-5  fit into the golden rule?

Answer: Jesus teaches that we should refrain from hypocritical judgment, in which we 
discern the shortcomings of others by a much harsher standard than which we apply to 
ourselves. We would not want others to judge us so harshly or make mountains out of 
our mole hills, but we are freely willing to do it to others.

4. Would we want to be judged and told of our sin if we had actually fallen into 
something that would cost us our souls (James 5:19-20)?

Answer: Of course, we would want to be informed. It is a golden deed to warn others 
when they are in spiritual peril.
5. What does it mean to bear others’ burdens (Gal. 6:1-5)? What attitudes make our 
efforts golden?

Answer: We must come to the aid of those who are in spiritual peril, as would desire 
them to assist us.
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6. Matthew 7:6 warns us that sharing the gospel may cause some to treat us miserably. 
Would that give us the right to treat them shabbily in return or to abuse those cultists 
and sectarians who come to our door (Rom. 12:17-21)?

Answer: That kind of thing is not very golden. No matter how people treat us, we 
should rise above the course of the world.

7. Matthew 7:7-12 indicates that our initial impulse may be to treat others just as they 
have treated us and sometimes even to take advantage of them before they get the 
chance to abuse us. What does the writer of Philippians recommend instead (Phil. 2:1-
4)?

Answer: We should look out for the interests of others in spite of our own interests. 

8. How do the Law and Prophets hang upon the golden rule (see Luke 10:25-37)? How 
does the will of Christ hang upon it as well (see Gal. 6:2 and 1 John 3:16-18)?

Answer: The Law and Prophets hang upon the requirement to love God and one’s 
neighbor as himself. The will of Christ hangs upon our willingness to lay down our 
lives for our brethren.

9. How would the golden rule apply to deeds like gossip and slander (1 Thess. 4:9-11)?

Answer: It would eliminate gossip and slander, because no one wants others to talk 
about him behind his back.

10. What would make us want to bite and devour each other (see Gal. 5:13-15 and 
James 3:13-16)? 

Answer: Using Christian liberty as an opportunity to serve the flesh will always lead to 
division among the saints. Attitudes like envy and selfishness lead to confusion and 
every evil.

11. How does money often overturn the golden rule (1 Tim. 6:6-10)?

Answer: Men are willing to do good until it costs them.
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Lesson 2: Turn The Other Cheek
Coming from a man who described himself as meek, the command to turn the other 
cheek is little surprise. Jesus taught: “whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the 
other to him also” (Matt. 5:38-39).

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. The ancient principle of justice which entailed “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth” seems somewhat brutal to us today. Read Deuteronomy 19:21. Was this law 
intended to make retaliation more severe, less severe or equal to the wrong that had 
been done?

Answer: This code of justice was intended to bring a measured response to wrongs, 
injustices and crimes. Instead of murdering everyone who wronged you, one would 
only retaliate to the degree he had been offended.

2. Did Jesus merely echo the law of Moses or did he announce what his own, differing, 
law would be in the New Testament?

Answer: Jesus did not repeat the code of Moses, but modified it completely. Personal 
revenge and retaliation were outlawed; mercy and longsuffering took their place.

3. The “turn the other cheek” context actually extends down into verse 42, giving three 
more examples of behavior that avoids retaliation and seeks peace. List the three 
additional examples:

a. when your tunic is taken, give also your cloak

b. when compelled to go one mile, willingly go a second

c. give to borrowers and do not turn away those who ask for help

4. Clearly, these commands require meekness in the Christian, rather than a bullish and 
belligerent attitude. What do the following passages teach about meekness?

a. Matt. 5:5: The meek will inherit the Earth.

b. 1 Thess. 5:14-15: A meek person does not render evil for evil.

c. Titus 3:2: Do not speak evil of others, nor brawl, but be gentle to all.

5. What is the meekness of wisdom, according to James 3:13-18?

Answer: The meekness of wisdom is an attitude of mercy and gentleness that bears 
fruit of righteousness among those who avoid envy and selfishness.
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6. The attitude that Jesus was trying to teach can be summed up as a determination not 
to retaliate with evil against a person who had done evil to us. List three ways in which 
the Christian is tempted to respond with evil to evil done to him.

a. nasty words and profane language
b. physical violence
c. inner feelings of resentment, bitterness, hatred or grudge-bearing

7. What does it mean to give place to wrath (Rom. 12:17-21)?

Answer: Giving place to wrath means permitting angry people to be angry without 
flying off the handle yourself. It means refusing to resort to the tactics that are 
employed against you, refusing to descend to the level of someone tempting us to 
respond sinfully.

8. How do we manage to overcome evil with good?

Answer: We bless our enemies and heap coals of fire on their heads.

9. Does turning the other cheek preclude us from defending ourselves against physical 
violence, material exploitation and other offenses? Does turning the other cheek 
preclude us from finding the address of the person who wronged us and going down 
there to punch him in the nose? 

Answer: Turning the other cheek means a refusal to seek personal vengeance; it does 
not preclude self-defense. The mere locking of a door is a form of self-defense. It does 
preclude us from personal vengeance.

11. To whom does vengeance belong (Rom. 12:19-13:7)?

Answer: Vengeance belongs to God, who permits civil powers to punish evildoers, 
while reserving eternal punishment for himself.

12. The church at Corinth had members who were not adept at turning the other cheek. 
How did they respond when wronged by their own brethren (1 Cor. 6:1-8)?

Answer: They took their brethren to court.

13. Two solutions are given in this passage for handling matters when we are wronged 
by brethren. What are they:

a. verse 7: Let yourself be cheated and suffer the wrong more gracefully than it was 
committed.

b. verse 5: Find at least one wise, impartial man to judge between you.
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Lesson 3: More Blessed To Give Than Receive
We have known since childhood that it is supposed to be more blessed to give than to 
receive, but where in the gospels is that handy little phrase found? And why then does 
receiving seem to be so enjoyable as well? We generally equate a blessing with the 
reception of something wonderful, so how can a blessing be found more in the giving 
of something good?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Read Acts 20:17-38. What sinful attitudes does he identify in verses 33 and 34  that 
would preclude us from giving to others? (The second one requires some thought. If 
you need help, refer to 2 Thess. 3:11.)

a. verse 33: covetousness
b. verse 34: laziness

2. Does Paul describe the support of the weak as optional?

Answer: No, he says you must support the weak.

3. Besides the priests, five groups of people were identified in the Old Testament as 
worthy of the term “weak.” From the following passages, identify these classes:

a. one class in Psalm 146:8: disabled
b. three classes in Psalm 146:9: stranger, orphan and widow
c. one class in Psalm 12:5: poor

4. One of the greatest cases of blessed giving in the Old Testament is done by a man 
named Boaz. Whom did he help? Into which of these five classes did that recipient fit?

Answer: Ruth was a poor widow.

5. Besides keeping oneself unspotted from the world, what makes for pure  and 
undefiled religion (James 1:27)? Considering the pronouns, is this primarily a collective 
responsibility of the church or the individual?

Answer: Visiting widows and orphans in their distress is the primary responsibility of 
the individual.

6. How did the Pharisees avoid giving back to their aged parents (Matt. 15:3-6)? How 
did Paul characterize such behavior (1 Tim. 5:8)?

Answer: The Pharisees declared any surplus to be Corban, a gift to the temple, so  they 
could get out of helping their parents. Such selfishness makes a Christian worse than an 
infidel, for it is a denial of the faith.
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7. Read Hebrews 13:16? What could make us forget to do good and share?

Answer: Indifference, greed, complacency, laziness.

8. Read Ephesians 4:27. For many, work is unpleasant. Why should the Lord’s axiom-- 
“more blessed to give than to receive” -- make work a little more rewarding?

Answer: Working with our hands gives us blessings which we can share with those 
who are in need, which becomes a second and greater blessing.

9. What universal law governs the matter of giving and receiving, according to 
Galatians 6:6-10? Again, is this an individual responsibility here or a collective one?

Answer: A man will reap only what he sows, so we should do good to all, especially 
those of our brethren.

10. People tend to dismiss opportunities to give when the need is small thinking that 
someone else will help or no real harm will come. They also tend to dismiss great needs 
because they feel overwhelmed. According to Titus 3:14, how should we handle these 
situations?

Answer: We should maintain good works, taking care of small matters, and meet 
urgent needs, those times when the need is great.

11. James 2:17 and 1 John 3:17 summarize the spiritual condition of a man who refuses 
to assist a brother in need. What is his condition?

Answer: His idle faith is dead and God’s love does not abide in him.

12. Is giving to the weekly collection an example of the virtue in this lesson (1 Cor. 16:1-
2)? Why?

Answer: Yes, that money is shared with our teachers and needy brethren.

13. How should giving make you feel?

Answer: Blessed, happy, selfless, godly.

14. What attitude can ruin giving because it reveals an improper motive (1 Peter 4:9)?

Answer: Grumbling.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6 J.S. Smith



Lesson 4: In The Beginning ...
“In the beginning” is one of the most famous phrases in the Bible and not just because it 
is the first one in all the text. “In the beginning” answers one of man’s most vital 
questions: “Where did I come from?”. Yet it also implies the role played by our Savior 
in creation as well, for that trigger phrase is used again by John in his gospel account.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Read Genesis 1:1-25. When did God create the heavens and the Earth? In what 
condition was the Earth as God began his work?

Answer: He created the heavens and Earth in the beginning when the Earth was 
without form and void.

2. What complicated process of evolution, trial and error did God employ to create 
light?

Answer: God simply spoke light into existence without the need for any process that 
we faithless man would require.

3. On what day did God create the grass and trees? On what day did he create the sun? 
Could millions of years somehow have separated these two days?

Answer: God created vegetable  life on the third day and the sun on the fourth day. 
These days must be literal, for plant life could not survive long without sunlight to carry 
on photosynthesis.

4. Read Genesis 1:26-31. How do the three persons of the Godhead figure into creation 
in this passage?

Answer: Verse 26 says, “Let us make man in our image.”

5. How do the following passages prove that there are two others members of the 
single Godhead in addition to the Father?

a. Acts 5:3-4: Peter told Ananias that lying to the Holy Spirit is lying to God.
b. Colossians 2:6-10: Paul wrote that all the fullness of the Godhead dwelt in Jesus 

bodily while he lived on Earth.

6. Consider John 1:1-5. Did Jesus exist before the creation or is he a product of creation 
(cf. Col. 1:15-18)?

Answer: Jesus existed before creation; all things were made through him.
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7. Read John 8:58-59. Why is this claim of Jesus important to establishing his deity and 
existence before creation (cf. Exod 3:13-14)?

Answer: Jesus was claiming equality with his Father, who identified himself as “I AM” 
to Moses at the burning bush.

8. Consider Genesis 1:31. Was man created with inherent depravity?

Answer: No, man was created good.

9. Read Genesis 2. Why did God create the woman?

Answer: God saw that man needed a comparable companion and woman was created 
to be his helpmate. 

10. What three requirements accompanied the creation of marriage in the beginning?

a. A man must leave his father and mother
b. He and his wife must be joined together
c. They must become one flesh

11. Make a list of sinful behaviors that ruined this ideal marital situation after the 
expulsion from Eden.

a. adultery
b. prostitution
c. polygamy
d. divorce

12. Read Deuteronomy 24:1-4. What allowance did Moses issue to deal with husbands 
who wanted to replace their wives with newer models?

Answer: Moses permitted men to divorce their wives for falling out of favor, so long as 
they wrote out a certificate for them.

13. Read Matthew 19:1-9. Did Jesus perpetuate the Mosaic allowance or point back to 
the Eden Ideal for the law of his kingdom?

Answer: Jesus went past Moses back to his Father’s law in the Garden.

14. What is the single ground for putting a spouse away that allows the other one to 
remarry?

Answer: Adultery.
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Lesson 5: A House Divided Against Itself
Abraham Lincoln is known for pronouncing about the prospect of Civil War that “a 
house divided against itself will not stand.” Sage words, but Honest Abe was only 
borrowing them from Jesus Christ. What house did he have in mind and what is the 
danger of internal division today?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Read Matthew 12:22-30. This may require a good deal of deductive thinking: Whose 
house was Jesus talking about?

Answer: Jesus is talking about the house of Satan, meaning his work in the world 
through demons and temptation.

2. What did Christ’s ability to cast out demons by the power of God imply?

Answer: It implied that the kingdom of God had come upon his era. He was plundering 
the strong man’s domain and allowing men to join his effort through their own 
submissive faith.

3. Is “Satan’s house” actually divided against itself (John 8:41-47, James 2:19-20)? How 
does it affect our efforts at being faithful?

Answer: No, the devil and his demons are united in seeking the overthrow of faith and 
the faith. That house is not divided, but it will eventually be destroyed. We must 
maintain our resolve, knowing that we are targeted so forcefully.

4. The most common and obvious use of the house in scripture is to describe the home 
or family. How well will such a house divided against itself stand?

Answer: Neither well nor long will it stand.

5. What issues cause the home to divide against itself?

a. sexual incompatibility and infidelity
b. worries over money, including getting more and how to spend it
c. conflicts over child-rearing
d. religious differences
e. influences from other family members, like parents
f. overworking
g. nagging, complaining and bitter resentment
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6. Read Ephesians 5:22-33. How do the distinct roles for husband and wife contribute to 
the soundness of the home? How does ignoring those roles lead instability in the 
home?

Answer: God ordained these roles for a reason, seeing that there could not be two 
heads of the home without anarchy resulting. The husband is to be the head of the wife 
and she is to submit herself to him. When a husband becomes henpecked or refuses to 
take the lead, all sorts of miseries are brought upon  the home. His is to be a position of 
headship, but that entails more service than it ever could dictatorial power. Her is to be 
a position of submission, but that still leaves her great authority in the home over the 
children and the affairs of the house (Titus 2:3-5).

7. What can a wife do to lend stability to a home in which her husband is not a Christian 
(1 Peter 3:1-6)? What can a husband do to lend stability to his home (1 Peter 3:7)?

Answer: She can submit to him and adorn herself with godliness, that he might be won 
to Christ without a word. He can dwell his wife with understanding and honor.

8. What is the “house of God” in the New Testament (1 Tim. 3:15; cf. Eph. 2:19-22)? Is 
there a proper way to behave within it?

Answer: The house of God is the church of the living God, the assembly of redeemed 
people rather than a building in which they meet. There are both proper and improper 
ways to behave in it.

9. List five things that threaten the house of God with division.
a. heresy
b. apathy
c. lack of brotherly love
d. waning zeal
e. gossip, slander and hatred

10. How did John describe such division where he was in 1 John 2:19? What caused that 
division (cf. 1 John 2:18, 22 and 4:1-6 and 2 John 9)?

Answer: They went out from us, John says to describe their decision to go beyond the 
word of faith. They went out by means of heresy.

11. What is our earthly house (2 Cor. 5:1)? How can it be divided against itself (2 Cor. 
5:10 and 1 Cor. 6:18-20)?

Answer: Our bodies are an earthly house, divided at times by a decision to pit them 
against the spirit and pure living.
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Lesson 6: Money Is The Root of All Evil
“Money is the root of all evil,” they say, but just who are they? Well, they are the ones 
who tend to get pretty close to Bible quotations, but are a little less than precise. What 
did Paul really say and what did he mean?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Read 1 Timothy 6:3-10. What does Paul say is a root of all kinds of evil? Is there a 
genuine distinction between this and the common expression mentioned in the 
introduction?

Answer: Paul says that love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. There is a distinction 
because  money itself is neither good nor evil. It depends on how men respond to 
money and use it.

2. Is godliness a means of gain?

Answer: Godliness has nothing to do with material prosperity, but is a means of great 
spiritual gain if one manages to learn contentment in spite of material increase and 
decrease.

3. What evil resulted from the rich young ruler’s love of money (Mark 10:17-22)? Is it 
possible for money to be an idol in your heart, even if you do not have as much as this  
man?

Answer: His love of money caused him to value it over generosity and even entrance 
into the kingdom of God. Giving up his idol was a cross he was unwilling to bear. We 
can make money an idol every bit as much a this ruler even if we have far less.

4. Read on through Mark 10:25. Why is it so hard for the rich to enter the kingdom of 
God?

Answer: Those who trust in riches are unlikely to empty themselves of such egotism so 
that they can humbly submit to Jesus.

5. Read Proverbs 15:27. How does a greedy man trouble his house?

Answer: A greedy man will sacrifice his convictions and time with his family to satisfy 
his lust for money. He will gamble and overwork and define happiness by bank 
balances instead of love.
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6. Read Proverbs 30:7-9. Why does the writer value moderation so much?

Answer: He sees the risk of denying God if he has too much and the risk of resorting to 
theft if he has too little. If he has just enough, he figures to avoid the snares of both 
extremes.

7. Read Ecclesiastes 5:10. Why is the pursuit of riches so dissatisfying, even to those who 
obtain them?

Answer: If one make silver and  gold the food and fuel of his soul, he will find it to be 
an opiate which is required in ever greater quantities to reach the same high.

8. What happens to a man who covets riches according to the following passages?

a. 1 John 2:15-17: The love of the Father is crowded out.
b. James 2:13-17: He boasts in tomorrow and trusts in uncertain vapors.
c. 1 Timothy 6:17-19: They become haughty and stingy.

9. How was money a root of evil for the two brothers who meet Jesus in Luke 12:13-21. 
What was Christ’s conclusion (verses 15 and 21)?

Answer: The two brothers were dividing over an inheritance, with one unwilling to 
share and the other much too bothered with it. Jesus concluded that a man’s life should 
not consist in the abundance of things he possesses and that he should instead lay up 
treasure in heaven in order to be rich toward God.

10. How can we learn to walk the fine line between the requirement of money in life 
and the threat of its becoming an idol and a snare (Phil. 4:11-13 and Matt. 6:25-34)?

Answer: We must learn to be content in whatever circumstances  life finds us, whether 
in want or filled to the brim. We learn contentment through trusting that God will 
supply our needs and never allow us to be naked, unsheltered or starved.

11. What sinful attitude is revealed when one is covetous and unscrupulous in a pursuit 
of riches, according  to James 4:1-5 (cf. Matt. 6:24)?

Answer: We show to God a divided loyalty through our friendship with the world and 
lust for its things. We will not receive true blessing, for we do not yet understand what 
it is. God will yearn jealously for us to forsake our idol and worship him alone.
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Lesson 7: Judge Not, Lest You Be Judged
Matthew 7:1 has emerged as America’s most beloved verse of scripture, although many 
of those who adore it would be hard pressed to locate it on their own. Christ’s 
admonition against judging others has been taken up by unbelievers against the saints 
and has even become a favorite diversion employed by believers caught in 
unauthorized works.

Does Matthew 7:1 really outlaw all judgments or is the admonition limited by its 
context?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Read John 7:21-24. Did Jesus forbid the Jews to make judgments of any kind? What 
did he command?

Answer: Jesus did not forbid them to make judgments of any kind, but rebuked their 
habit of judging hypocritically. He told them to judge not according to appearance, but 
with righteous discernment.

2. Those Jews were judging that Jesus had violated the law of Moses by healing a man 
on the Sabbath. Did Jesus himself ever judge people for violating God’s law of morality 
(see John 4:17-18)?

Answer: Yes, Jesus judged the woman at the wall of living in sin with a man who was 
not her husband.

3. Read Matthew 7:1-5. What kind of judging is condemned here? Then consider 
Romans 2:1-3. What kind of judging is condemned there?

Answer: Again, it is hypocritical judgment that is condemned, not all judgment. This is 
the kind of judgment that allows us to focus on the foibles of others while painlessly 
overlooking our own glaring inadequacies.

4. What practice will enable us to aid our straying brother, rather than simply 
condemning him and turning away?

Answer: We must first remove the planks from our own eyes, that is, work to 
overcome our weaknesses, so that we can see clearly to help others.

5. Consider James 5:19-20. How can we try to turn someone back to the truth without 
making judgments about the morality of his behavior?

Answer: It is not possible to make up one’s mind to turn another back from sin without 
determining that he is in sin. We must make judgments and be equipped to make them 
impartially in order to help others.
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6. Many today in the church are suggesting that a refusal to make judgments about 
other religions and practices is evidence of a loving and spiritual heart. What does Paul 
say the truly spiritually minded person will do in Galatians 6:1-2.

Answer: He will fulfill the law of Christ by restoring those overtaken by trespass and 
bearing their burdens.

7. Read Matthew 15:1-14.  How did Jesus make judgments about the religious error of 
the Pharisees’ denomination?

Answer: He exposed their hypocrisy in dishonoring their parents in the supposed name 
of religion and of paying only lip service to honoring God. They taught as doctrines the 
commandments of men. Jesus’s apostles notified him that the Pharisees were offended 
by his rebuke, but Jesus did not back down at all.

8. Describe the attitude with which we may discuss and reprove the actions of our 
denominational neighbors (cf. Eph. 4:15).

Answer: We must do so with a spirit of gentleness and a love for truth. We should 
never use scripture like a club, but it is a sword to cut through error.

9. Read Acts 18:24-28. What would have resulted from an unwillingness by Aquila and 
Priscilla to reprove the error that Apollos ignorantly held and taught?

Answer: Apollos would have continued teaching error until someone more spiritual 
had the nerve to correct him. Some of those who heard him preach would have been 
led into an outdated doctrine. Fellowship would have been threatened over a baptism 
controversy.

10. Romans 14:13 cautions us again not to judge our brethren, but consider the entirety 
of the chapter’s context. In what kinds of matters is judgment forbidden, since we know 
it is required when sin is committed?

Answer: We must not judge another man’s conscience in matters of authorized 
liberties.

11. If all judgment is sinful, how can a church practice the corrective discipline of 
withdrawal (1 Cor. 5:1-5) and marking (Titus 3:9-11)? 

Answer: Of course, it could not. We must make judgments as a body and then act upon 
them, but they must be impartial judgments.
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Lesson 8: For God So Loved The World
For some, is is the only Bible they know and they depend upon it to make up for the 
rest that they never consider. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten son, that whoever believes in him should n ot perish but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16).

Some understand this wonderful verse to promise universal salvation while other at 
least limit it to the impossibility of apostasy for all believers. The context lends comfort 
only to those whose faith is active.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Read about the pilgrims’ progress through the wilderness in Numbers 21:4-9. Was 
their hardship self-inflicted or were they personally innocent of the trouble that befell 
them?

Answer: The people were guilty of complaining against God and Moses because their 
bodies felt neglected and the bread God was giving them had become so familiar that 
they were sick of it.

2. How did God punish his wayward people on this occasion? Did the punishment have 
any positive result?

Answer: He sent fiery serpents among them, so that many died as punishment for their 
complaining. The survivors confessed their sin and begged for mercy and freedom 
from the serpents.

3. Consider especially verse 7. Is there evidence of the following attitudes in the 
people’s speech?

a. belief: Yes, they acknowledge the reality of God.
b. repentance: Yes, they admit their sin in complaining.
c. confession: Yes, they call God, “Lord.”
d. prayer: Yes, they ask Moses to petition God for them.

4. If the chapter ended at verse 7, would the people now be free from serpents? What 
attitude appears in verses 8-9 that brings about relief?

Answer: If the chapter ended in verse 7, the people would still be afflicted, but 
obedience follows as the people look on the brazen serpent in order to be saved from 
the fiery ones.

5. Consider verse 8 closely. Suppose a man is bitten by a serpent, but thinks looking on 
the bronze serpent is silly, unnecessary or optional. Will he be saved from the bite 
anyway?

Answer: Of course not.
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6. What does any of this have to do with John 3:16?

Answer: The wonderful promise of John 3:16 is prefaced by an appeal to this event in 
Numbers. Christ would be lifted up as the serpent was lifted up and active faith would 
again be required to gain relief from the poison of the serpent.

7. Was any human action required for relief in Numbers 21? Is any human action 
required for relief from the consequences of sin in the gospel age?

Answer: Human action was required in looking at the bronze serpent one believed 
could lead to his relief. Now, one must believe the gospel, confess his faith, repent of his 
sins and be immersed for their remission.

8. John 3:16 does promise that faith will save us. What kind of faith must that be to 
harmonize with these passages?

a. Galatians 5:6: faith working through love
b. James 2:22: faith working together with works
c. Matthew 7:21-27: faith that does God’s will
d. Philippians 2:12: faith that works with fear and trembling

9. Identify the ones in the following passages that believed, but because they rebelled 
anyway, were lost.

a. John 12:42-43: The Pharisees
b. James 2:19: The demons
c. Acts 26:27-28: King Agrippa

10. Identify the actions in the following verses that are said to precede salvation, as 
much as looking on the bronze serpent did.

a. Hebrews 11:6: diligent belief
b. Acts 3:19: repentance of sins
c. Romans 10:9: confession of belief
d. Acts 2:38: baptism

11. Some would argue that some or all of these are optional and that one of them 
actually nullifies grace and attempts to put God in one’s debt. How does an attitude 
about obedience influenced by Luke 17:7-10 avoid such error?

Answer: We understand that anything we do is insufficient to earn grace and we will 
always be in God’s debt and never vice-versa.
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Lesson 9: The Truth Shall Make You Free
There are two senses in which the phrase “The truth shall make you free” could be 
understood, but Jesus was using the more precise of them. Some today shout out this 
expression with reference to someone telling the truth about most any subject. Our 
Lord was talking about the truth regarding his identity and mission.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. John 8 records not only the liberating effect of the truth, but also a full day of 
teaching, rejection and acceptance. Where did these events occur?

Answer: Jesus went to the temple early in the morning and began to confront the issues 
of truth and error among his Jewish brethren.

2. What was the first issue that Jesus had to confront there (John 8:2-11)? Did the scribes 
and Pharisees prove themselves to be concerned with truth or something else?

Answer: The scribes and Pharisees apparently caught this woman in bed with a man 
who was not her husband. They figured that such a case would present Jesus with a 
dilemma and so they dragged her into his midst and challenged him to pass judgment 
upon her. Without denying the law of Moses, he reminded his querists that the 
wronged should cast the first stone. No one was willing to risk confrontation with the 
Roman authority and all were convicted as hypocrites and sinners. The Pharisees and 
scribes were less concerned with truth than they were with destroying Jesus Christ.

3. On what basis did the Pharisees reject Christ’s testimony about himself (John 8:12-
20)? How did he answer them?

Answer: The Pharisees rejected Christ’s claim because he was bearing witness of 
himself. Jesus argued that his testimony was trustworthy because of his omniscience 
and his close relationship with Jehovah. 

4. How did the Jews prove that they still were not grasping the truth and had their 
minds in the gutter (John 8:21-24)?

Answer: They assumed that Jesus was suicidal when he told them that they could not 
follow him where he was going. Their minds were so far beneath the truth that they 
could not conceive its possibility.
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5. How would you characterize the Jews’ interest in seeking truth? Is it sincere and 
genuine? Is it self-serving and prejudicial? How does the Holy Spirit describe such 
people in 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12?

Answer: Some people have no love for truth, but are satisfied with error and so reject 
the truth without much investigation. Because they do not receive the love  of the truth, 
but embrace error, God gives them over to strong delusion and grants them their wish 
for falsehood.

6. How do you know that you are one who seriously loves and pursues spiritual truth 
(1 Peter 4:11, 1 Thess. 5:21, 1 Peter 3:15)?

Answer: We must test every doctrine in the crucible of God’s word, buy the truth and 
sell it not and abstain from every form of evil. If we cannot even explain to ourselves 
why we believe and do what we do, then we are not really secure in our love for truth. 
Love for truth will force us to give up every false way and idea when we find it to be 
lacking truth.

7. Jesus claims that his crucifixion would make his divine claim more evident (John 8:24-
30). Did it (Luke 23:44-48, Acts 2:36-38)?

Answer: When those who loved truth saw him lifted up, they were pricked in the heart, 
but those who found this truth a threat were not.

8. Whom did Jesus begin to address specifically in verse 31? What challenge did he issue 
that began to confound their belief (8:31-36)?

Answer: Jesus addressed those that now believed in him because of the words he 
spoke. He challenged them to abide in his word as his disciples so that they might be set 
free by truth. This was a challenge to their pride because they considered themselves 
above bondage.

9. What made these believers change their opinion of Jesus (8:48, 57-59)?

Answer: Jesus offended their pride and then made the paramount claim about his 
relationship with God, claiming to be the son of God in the flesh and co-eternal with the 
Father as the “I AM.”

10. What is the truth that sets men free (John 18:37-38, Acts 4:11-12, 8:37, Rom. 6:17)? 
From what does it set them free? To what?

Answer: Jesus is the Christ, the son of the living God. Men must hear the voice of truth 
and then obey it from the heart. Men are freed from bondage to the tempter and 
placed in service to the savior.
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Lesson 10: The Spirit Is Willing, But The Flesh Is Weak
Jesus asked one favor of his closest friends in his last hours and they were unable to 
grant it. He begged them to stay awake and watch with him, but they fell asleep 
anyway. Upon finding them dozing, Jesus said, “The spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.”

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Read Matthew 26:36-46. The Lord’s request may not have seemed all that important 
to the apostles. What were they supposed to be watching for, even if they were 
unaware of it (see verse 47)?

Answer: They should have been watching for the accusers of Jesus who were 
accompanying Judas Iscariot to arrest the Lord.

2. According to verse 41, what would watching and praying help to prevent?

Answer: Entrance into temptation.

3. In your own words, explain the meaning of the phrase, “The spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.”

Answer: Sometimes, we know the right thing to do and desperately want to do it, but 
the weakness of our flesh overwhelms us and we obey it instead. 

4. Free will means that no man is compelled either by God or Satan to do good or evil, 
but possesses the power of choice. If we have the power to choose the right thing, why 
do we not exercise it all the time (James 1:14-15, Rom. 3:23)?

Answer: The flesh is weak and at times, we allow it to rule our decisions instead of 
thinking spiritually. We are enticed by our own carnal desires and fall into temptation, 
which leads to sin. All mature individuals eventually do sin and fall into the need for 
God’s grace.

5. Our spirits surely know that lying, stealing and lusting are wrong. For each of these 
examples, identify what weakness of the flesh causes people to commit them anyway.

a. What might motivate a person to lie even though he knows it is wrong?

Answer: People lie to remove themselves from embarrassing situations or to cover up 
the errors of others close to them. The spirit may yearn to deal truthfully, but fear and 
self-interest motivate us to lie.

b. What motivates people to steal when they know better?

Answer: People will violate software copyrights, take advantage of cashier error and 
pilfer at other times because it seems that no one will know or the theft is insignificant.
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c. What are some stumbling blocks when it comes to trying to avoid lust?

Answer: Immodestly attired people, sexual themes in television programs, movies and 
songs, intimate personal contact, etc.

6. Is weakness of the flesh a sufficient excuse to make sin all right? What made Paul feel 
wretched prior to his conversion (Rom. 7:21-24)? How should carnality be dealt with, 
according to Romans 8:1-5?

Answer: Paul felt wretched because he yearned to do good, but found himself doing 
evil instead. Only through Jesus Christ can we be set free from the law of sin and death. 
By being filled with the Spirit, we can become able to think and act spiritually.

7. How are we filled with the Spirit’s influence (Gal. 5:16-26)? How can we know that 
the Spirit dwells in us (1 John 3:24)?

Answer: We are filled with the Spirit’s influence when we permit his word to direct our 
choices and we produce the fruits of the Spirit instead of the works of the flesh. 
Obedience to the commandments of Christ shows the Spirit’s presence.

8. The spirits of the Hebrews who began the Exodus were willing, but their flesh was 
weak. Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-11 and list some sins that resulted. 

a. verse 6: lust d. verse 9: tempting Christ
b. verse 7: idolatry e. verse 10: complaining
c. verse 8: sexual immorality

9. What will a strengthened, willing spirit do in time of temptation (1 Cor. 10:12-13, 
Matt. 6:9-13, Rom. 12:21)?

Answer: It will find the way of escape and bear temptation, rather than be 
overwhelmed by it.
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Lesson 11: Hellfire and Brimstone
“Hellfire and brimstone preachers” are becoming a rare breed, but what is the 
derivation of this description anyway, and should we want to increase their number at 
all? The reference is to the practice of preaching sermons that strip the paint from the 
walls and trample on the toes of sinful listeners.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Hellfire is of obvious origin -- the description by Jesus of eternal torment as a place 
where the fire is not quenched. Brimstone may be less clear, but the word is a 
compound of Middle English words roughly translated “stone that burns” and is 
usually attached to sulfur. A “hellfire and brimstone  preacher,” then, is likely one who 
excoriates sin and challenges the sinner with the certainty of eternal torment if he does 
not repent. Is there something inherently wrong with this approach? Why or why not?

Answer: There is nothing wrong with the hellfire and brimstone approach, provided 
that encouraging messages are also delivered. Sinners need to hear the truth and the 
truth is that sin leads to eternal death.

2. When Jesus taught about eternal torment in Hell, he used the nearby valley of 
Gehenna as to illustrate its awfulness. Gehenna, southeast of Jerusalem, was called the 
valley of lamentation because of the cries of the infants who had been sacrificed to 
Molech there. After King Josiah abolished this barbaric practice, the valley was used as a 
garbage dump and final resting place for dead animals and executed criminals. To 
prevent putrefying the air, fire was kept burning there continuously and so was born 
the perfect illustration of the fires of Hell. Read Matthew 13:41-43, 49-50.  What leads to 
the placement of some in Hell and what are its conditions like?

Answer: All that offend or practice lawlessness will be cast into the furnace of fire, 
where there is wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

3. What reason does Jesus give in Matthew 7:13-14 for the majority of souls choosing an 
eternity in hellfire and brimstone? Will some religious people make the same choice 
(Matt. 7:21-23, Luke 6:46-49)?

Answer: The way that leads to life is narrow and difficult and so most simply choose the 
broad way to destruction out of convenience, laziness or apathy. Even some religious 
people will make the same choice by practicing lawlessness in concert with outward acts 
of piety.

4. Is “hellfire and brimstone preaching” an example of what is called today “negative 
preaching”? What kind of preaching is really negative (Acts 20:26-27, 2 Tim. 4:1-5)?

Answer: Those who have chosen to stress the positive and eliminate the negative 
would certainly label anything that exposes sin and sinners to be unnecessarily negative 
and thus objectionable. Preaching that ignores part of God’s counsel or simply tickles 
itching ears is really negative, in that it is worse than useless, being counterproductive.
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5. Is scripture profitable for “hellfire and brimstone preaching” (2 Tim. 3:16-17)? Would 
you characterize Peter’s sermon in Acts 2:36-37 as the kind that cares enough to 
correct?

Answer: It is profitable for teaching, reproof, correction and instruction in 
righteousness. Peter’s sermon exposed the sinners and challenged them to repent; 
today’s preaching would suggest somebody somewhere may have sinned maybe and 
that if so, maybe something should be done. 

6. How should a listener respond to preaching that exposes his sin and confronts him 
with the fatal consequences of transgression (2 Cor. 7:8-12)?

Answer: The listener should repent from the heart.

7. According to the following passages, who are bound for Hell?

a. Rev. 21:8: cowards, infidels, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, 
idolaters and all liars

b. Jude 6-7: sinful angels and people of Sodom and Gomorrah

c. 2 Peter 2:4: unjust men

d. 2 Thessalonians 1:8: those who do not know God and those who do not obey the 
gospel of Jesus Christ

8. What lengths should one go to in order to avoid Hell (Matt. 5:27-31)?

Answer: A person should sacrifice all in order to reach Heaven and avoid Hell. 

9. Which lasts longer--punishment or reward (Matt. 25:46, 2 Cor. 5:9-11)?

Answer: After death, punishment is everlasting and life is eternal. Neither is any longer 
or shorter than the other.
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Lesson 12: Faith To Move Mountains
The men who built the intercontinental railroad could have used a faith that would 
move mountains, for they encountered many and had either to blast through or detour 
around them. Imagine the ability to move those mountains instead. Both Jesus and Paul 
taught that we have such a faith at our disposal, but how literal was their meaning?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Weakness of faith is relative, of course. The faith that Jesus chastised in his apostles as 
being weak is probably pretty strong compared to what many of us possess. On two 
occasions, we find our Lord disappointed in the effort or attitude of his closest followers 
because their faith had failed them when it was most required. What incidents prompt a 
rebuke in these passages?

a. Matthew 17:14-21: apostles’ failure to cast out a demon of epilepsy
b. Luke 17:1-6: apostles’ amazement at Christ’s requirement for mercy

2. Consider Matthew 17:14-21. What prevented the apostles from exorcising that 
demon?

Answer: Christ says it was unbelief and notes that prayer and fasting were also 
indicated in that case, but probably undone.

3. Clearly, the apostles were able to perform miracles and the point of our Lord’s 
pronouncement on moving mountains could be applied beyond natural ability.  For us, 
however, in an age without supernatural ability, how can this famous statement be 
applied?

Answer: Our faith must be able to move mountains figuratively. Whatever issues, 
emotions or obstacles seem immovable should not cripple our faith and prevent us 
from doing what is right.

4. List about four attitudes or circumstances that tend to limit what people are able to 
accomplish with their faith.

a. cowardice c. small numbers or ability
b. indifference d. pessimism

5. How did Jesus describe the mustard seed in Matthew 13:31-32? What is faith like a 
mustard seed, then?

Answer: The mustard seed was the littlest of all, but able to produce a mighty and 
useful tree. Mustard seed faith is small, but able to grow.
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6. Many things challenge our faith, but the apostles recognized the requirement to 
forgive the penitent as one of the greatest. What makes it hard to forgive a person like 
the one in Luke 17:1-6?

Answer: It is hard to forgive someone who continually errs and whose sincerity we 
doubt. 

7. “Mulberry faith” allows us to be as merciful as Jesus demands. How do the following 
passages support this law of forgiveness?

a. Luke 11:4a: We ask God to forgive us even as we forgive others.
b. James 2:13: Judgment is without mercy to one who shows no mercy.
c. Colossians 3:13: We must forgive as willingly as Christ forgives us.
d. Matthew 18:21-35: Forgiveness must be from the heart.

8. If your faith is strong enough to forgive others, it has already moved a mountain that 
proves insurmountable to many. How does this attitude affect our prayers (Matt. 21:18-
22)?

Answer: Prayer must be made with faith that it can be answered, or it is worthless. One 
must have faith and not doubt that God is able to provide.

9. What does James say about the man whose faith is not even as large as the mustard 
seed (James 1:5-7)?

Answer: He is a double-minded man who asks from a heart of doubt and disbelief. He 
will not receive anything from the Lord for that.

10. Consider 1 John 5:14-15. How does John describe mountain-moving faith in this 
passage? Does this mean that God will give us everything we ask for and as soon as we 
do?

Answer: Here it is confidence that God hears and will answer. It does not follow that 
God will fulfill our every whim or answer our prayers according to any timeframe but 
his own.

11. Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10. Paul’s prayer was not answered the way he initially 
wanted. Does this prove that his faith was smaller than a  mustard  seed and unable  to 
move mountains?

Answer: No, it proves that we do not always know what to pray for, but when we are 
wrong, the better answer will be revealed.

12. What completes mountain-moving faith (1 Cor. 13:1-13)?

Answer: Love
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Lesson 13: Review
These axioms of uncertain origin are Biblically inspired expressions, often very far from 
their original meaning. When the reader reconsiders the intent of the Holy Spirit, the 
words are returned to their proper perspective and made all the more meaningful. This 
review lesson should further solidify the clarified understanding of these expressions.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1a. The golden rule, found in Matthew 7:12, begins with a word that is almost always 
left off our recitation of it: “Therefore.” What is the “therefore” there for? In other 
words, what did Jesus just say previously which makes the golden rule so logical to 
him?

Answer: The “therefore” is preceded by a discussion of God’s willingness to bless those 
who seek him. If earthly fathers and a heavenly father do such kindness, should not all 
people do unto others as they would like to have done to them?

1b. List three actions that are implicitly prohibited by the golden rule and then three 
actions that are implicitly commanded by it.

Implicitly Prohibited:
a. Gossip b. Biting and devouring c. Striking

Implicitly Commanded:
a. Kindness b. Generosity c. Rebuke

2. Considering the context of Matthew 5:38-42, is self-defense prohibited by the 
command to turn the other cheek? Explain your answer.

Answer: The context is limited, as was the law of eye for an eye, to cases of personal 
vengeance and retaliation. Self-defense is not even under consideration here.

3. While it is more blessed to give than to receive, what additional attitudes must be 
present to make one’s giving worthy (1 Cor. 13:1-8, Matt. 6:1-4)?

Answer: One must give through selfless love, not an attempt to go through the 
motions or gain notoriety, for such people get their only reward from the accolades of 
men.

4. How does Genesis 1 show a plurality in the Godhead at creation? How does John 1:1-
14 prove that Jesus was part of that Godhead and is divine?

Answer: Genesis 1:26 records plurality in the use of “Us” and John 1 shows that Jesus 
was God from the beginning.
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5. What accusation by the Pharisees occasioned Christ’s teaching that “a house divided 
against itself cannot stand” (Matt. 12:22-32)?

Answer: The Pharisees accused him of casting out demons by the power of Satan, 
which would have divided Satan’s estate.

6. What means of great gain protects one against letting the love of money become the 
root of evil in his life (1 Tim. 6:6-10, 17-19 and Phil. 4:11-12)?

Answer: One must learn that godliness with contentment is great gain.

7. What kind of judgment is prohibited in Matthew 7:1-5? Are we not to make any 
judgments? Should the Supreme Court be abolished?

Answer: Unrighteous, hypocritical, self-serving judgment is condemned, not the 
righteous judgment of John 7;24 of that done on a judiciary level.

8. Read all of John 3:10-17. How does the passage teach some responsibility on the part 
of man in his own salvation. What does Philippians 2:12-13 add to that understanding?

Answer: Like the Hebrews had to peer upon the brazen serpent to be healed, so man 
must work out his own salvation with fear and trembling.

9. What is the truth that will make men free? From what (John 8:31-47)?

Answer: The gospel makes men free from slavery to sin (Rom. 6).

10. How does Paul confess that his unguided spirit was willing when his flesh was still 
weak from sin in Romans 7:19?

Answer: He did not do the good he wanted to do and did the evil he wished to avoid.

11. Lot’s wife met with hellfire and brimstone. What is the objective in remembering 
her, according to Luke 17:31-37?

Answer: He who seeks to save his life will lose it.

12. How does faith move mountains, according to 1 John 5:4?

Answer: Our faith overcomes the world one rock at a time.
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